
We are now shipping our next generation 

Newport 400 MKII. The MKII is de-

signed and engineered for maximum reli-

ability, efficiency, and ease of service. 

This very well may be the finest water-

maker on the planet!  

 

The MKII is more compact than its prede-

cessor and now has  a small filtration 

boost pump. The boost pump allows the 

machine to be mounted in a wider variety 

of locations and enhances the filtration to 

the feed pump module. Installation is also 

easier and faster 

because the 

MKII's has less 

wiring and a 

centralized 

plumbing mani-

fold.   

 

There is an MPC 

5000 touch pad 

right on the unit 

and a second 

display for re-

mote operation. 

No more climb-

ing in and out of 

the engine room to see what is going on! 

 

The Newport 400 MKII has a multi 

speed capability which allows the water-

maker to run on high for maximum water 

production or low mode for maximum 

power efficiency. This exclusive feature 

is ideal for onboard power management. 

You can only get this feature on a Spec-

tra!! 

 

The Newport 400 MKII has a new and 

innovative backwash system. The MKII 

backwash system actually creates a fresh-

water flow backward though the prefilters 

and strainer. Most systems that flush with 

fresh water only allow flow in one direc-

tion, trapping material in the filters. Back-

washing the filters with fresh water helps 

prevent anaerobic bacteria formation, eliminat-

ing odors and extending filter life. 

 

The MKII comes standard with the new MPC 

5000 controller The MPC 5000 has all of the 

features of the MPC 3000 unit that we intro-

duced years ago but with some very important 

upgrades. First the control is designed to be 

totally mission critical allowing the owner to 

re-calibrate and adjust in the field. If any com-

ponent in the system fails the function can be 

disabled. If the MPC 5000 senses a dirty filter 

or high pressure alarm state, it simply switches 

to "low" 

mode and 

keeps on 

running. It is 

a little like a 

Timex watch 

it keeps on 

ticking! 

 

The MKII is 

designed 

with easy 

installation in 

mind. The 

system mod-

ules are pre-

plumbed and pre-wired to save time and instal-

lation costs. Like all Spectra systems ,the unit 

comes with a complete installation kit . How 

often have you bought a new product and then 

had to spend hours finding all of the bits and 

pieces to install it? Not with a Spectra! 

 

The MKII can also be ordered in a compact 

version if you are really tight for space. 

 

Don’t want to hassle with the pickling of your 

watermaker. Then order with the Z– Brane op-

tion for additional convenience. 
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Glen & Glenn, 

I want to thank you both for all 

your time and effort resolving 

our water maker issue. It was 

really great to be able to seek 

the very capable assistance of 

Glen Brown in Marsh Harbor in 

the Bahamas, the last place I 

would have expected technical 

help, so well done Spectra for 

establishing these roving ex-

perts. It was especially good 

that I could work with Glen and 

earn more about the internal 

workings of our Catalina 300; 

he a very patient teacher! 

Spectra Glen; thank you for 

covering the cost of the neces-

sary parts under warranty. It's 

great to see a manufacturer 

support their products in such a 

hassle free way. I am very 

pleased to tell you that we have 

been making great clean water 

for the last couple of days and 

it is a very good feeling to know 

that the independence we had 

initially envisaged is a reality as 

we make our way down 

through the islands where wa-

ter is scarce and expensive.  

Thanks to you both again, 

Chris Mills 

S/V Lucky Star 



Last year Spectra formed a partnership 

with Trunz water systems in Switzer-

land to develop a line of solar pow-

ered desalination products. During the 

development process, the president of 

Spectra, Bill Edinger ,became so im-

pressed with the product and people of 

Trunz Water Systems that he asked if 

Spectra could become the US distribu-

tor. We are pleased to announce that 

we have indeed been appointed dis-

tributor for all of the Trunz water 

treatment products. 

Portable and easily assembled on site, 

the Solar Cube is powered by sunlight 

and wind, and purifies water from any 

number of sources, including sea-

water, river water, creek water, well 

water, or polluted fresh water. The 

capacity can range from 1000 gallons 

per day with salt water up to 4000 gal-

lons of water from fresh. Enough water 

to sustain hundreds of families during a 

disaster or provide for the water needs 

of remote homes or small resorts. The 

Solar Cube is currently the only prod-

uct available that integrates solar and 

wind power, water delivery, water pre-

filtration, and water treatment in one 

self-contained unit. The systems have a 

rugged purpose designed  Spectra water 

maker integrated into the Trunz for 

brackish and seawater systems. The 

Solar cube  watermaker is designed to 

be robust and simple as possible so that 

it can achieve high reliability in remote 

and rugged applications. 

It can also provide enough energy for  

disaster officials to power refrigeration 

for emergency medical supplies, keep a 

laptop on-line, or ensure that crisis 

communications equipment remains 

operational. 

 

During the past year, the Solar Cube 

has been introduced into remote areas 

of Asia and South America, where there 

is no clean drinking water or electricity. 

The Solar Cube provided drinking wa-

ter and electrical power to several vil-

lages in Pakistan after the major earth-

quake in 2005. Currently, the Solar 

Cube is being used in isolated villages 

in Venezuela, and Pakistan. 

Spectra will address the disaster relief 

markets with the Solar Cube and mar-

ket the other excellent Trunz    prod-

ucts. 

Chuck says this is the third boat 

they have chosen to install 

Spectra on because they are 

reliable, quiet and efficient with 

the best customer service and 

backup you will find anywhere.  

Chuck says,  “If you have a 

question or a problem, they just  

take care of it.”  

 

Spectra and local distributors 

have been busy attending many 

of the organized trawler rendez-

vous in the Pacific Northwest, 

such as  Selene, Grand Banks, 

Over the past few years, Spectra 

has been  increasingly selected 

for power boat applications. 

Currently more than 50% of all 

new equipment installations are 

going on board power vessels. 

The recent  movement to the 

larger, more efficient, and qui-

eter trawler is a  big portion of 

that power boat market growth.   

 

Chuck Wetherall (pictured on 

the left), fitted a Newport 700 

on his new Selene 48 trawler.  

Nordic Tug, and will be attend-

ing several others in the next 

few months in other areas, along 

with Trawler Fests on both 

coasts.  It is great to see  the  

owners with their  equipment in 

operation plus have the opportu-

nity to answer questions onsite. 

We like the opportunity to view 

the installations and hear how 

our customers are impressed 

with Spectra's reliability and 

ease of operation.  
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"If New Orleans 

had 50 or 100  

Solar Cubes when 

Hurricane Katrina 

struck, Drinking 

water for the 

troubled city 

would have been 

readily 

available,"  

You have heard the old adage 

that the customer is always 

right. Well this is almost al-

ways true. In fact sometimes 

things get a little out of whack 

and until a few customers call 

attention to the issue it is easily 

ignored. The classic example is 

that the costs of replacement 

Shurflo pumps heads and re-

placement vane pumps heads 

had slowly escalated over the 

years until you; our customers 

felt they were getting gouged! 

Ouch! Nobody likes this feeling 

and our poor guys at the tech 

desk were getting flack daily. 

When we realized what was 

going on, we got busy. First we 

went back and beat up Shurflo, 

our supplier, for better pricing 

so that we could pass on the 

savings on to you. Next, we 

identified the parts that most 

customers need to overhaul a 

Shurflo only cost half as much 

as that of a whole pump head, 

and put them in stock. The 

result is that you can now pur-

chase complete pump heads for 

$160, over 20% less than last 

year. The diaphragm drive kit 

which contains all of the major 

wear parts can now be pur-

chased for only $80. 

 

Not willing to stop there, we 

also addressed the cost of re-

placement vane pump heads. 

These are specially built for us 

by Procon in Tennessee.  Procon pumps 

are constructed from heavy duty stainless 

steel castings and are fully rebuildable. 

The problem was that we had to ship 

them to Tennessee for the factory to 

rebuild them and then freight them back 

to California, a lengthy and expensive 

process. To solve this problem and lower 

the cost we became a factory authorized 

re-

manufacturing 

station for all the 

vane pumps 

used in out prod-

ucts. This has 

allowed us drop 

the replacement 

cost to our cus-

tomers by 25%!  

 

and brittle.  We have seen 

this on systems that were 

quite new.  Urethane has a 

very low chemical resistance 

to Ethyl alcohol, the alcohol 

in alcoholic beverages, and 

will be damaged by pickling 

with liquor. Urethane glue is 

also used to glue the mem-

branes themselves to-

gether.  Our literature 

clearly states that the water-

maker should only be pick-

led with SC-1 powder or 

It has come to our attention 

that a rumor is spreading 

through the cruising com-

munity that it is OK to 

pickle a Spectra watermaker 

with Vodka. Seriously!  

This is not a good idea.! We 

have recently had several 

Clark Pumps  start leaking at 

the joint between the cylin-

der base and the center-

block.  This has been due to 

the white Urethane check 

valve o-rings becoming hard 

propylene glycol.   

Please you cruisers drink all 

the Bloody Marys you 

want, but  don't waste 

the vodka on your 

watermaker! 

Thanks for your feedback! 

Pickled in Alcohol! 

the first leg and one barely 

limped in to the finish line.  

I am sure most of you have 

seen some film footage of 

the wet and wild rides that 

the crew had to endure to 

get these monster boats 

around the world. We are 

pleased to report that out of 

the seven boats in the fleet, 

seven had Spectra water-

makers on board. As far as 

we know, there were no 

problems or breakdowns 

experienced by the fleet. For 

this sort of 

brutal service we recom-

mend the Cape Horn Ex-

treme our most basic and 

rugged machine. The Cape 

Horn is a reincarnation of 

the venerable 380-C which 

has proven reliability and 

flexibility for the changing 

conditions found in an 

around the world event. 

 

Volvo Ocean Race 

The last Volvo Ocean Race 

was one of the most chal-

lenging sailing events ever. 

Around the world , through 

the southern ocean with nine 

stops  in some of the tough-

est sailing condition on the 

planet. The new Volvo 70 

boats were more powerful 

and complex than the former 

60s , and with canting keels 

that proved to be problem-

atic, there were many teeth-

ing problems for the fleet. 

Two boats dropped out of 
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 “My name is Ben Wright I 

am involved building the new  

Ericson Racing Team boats in 

Sweden for the next Volvo 

ocean race 2008-2009, and I 

would like  some current 

information on your 

watermakers.  

   For the last race I was with 

ABN AMRO , and I put 

Spectra units in both boats, 

with great success!”  

Chuck Wetherall on his 

new Selene 48 Aquila 

New Efficient Trawlers Choose Spectra  

Spectra Appointed Distributor for Solar Cube  

Spectra now has a number 

of new models specially de-

signed for the land based 

markets. 

The LB series are available 

in capacities between 400 

and 1500 Gallons per day. 

Please look see our new 

land based website for the 

full details. 

 

www.spectralandbased.com 
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